
Mississippi has 19 state lakes
and each one is unique. For
decades, these lakes have

provided fishing and recreational op-
portunities. While all state lakes are
managed and maintained by the Fish-
eries Bureau personnel at the Missis-
sippi Department ofWildlife, Fisheries,
and Parks, there comes a time when a
lake needs a makeover.
Renovating a lake is a major under-

taking, but the end result is well worth
the time, effort, and expense. When

completed, these lakes are virtually
brand new and make for a more enjoy-
able experience for visitors.
MDWFP Fisheries Bureau Director

Ron Garavelli has overseen the renova-
tion of several lakes during the past 20
years. “While each lake renovation
project is a challenge, it is an important
part of the overall management plan of
our state lakes,” Garavelli said. “These
projects will have long-lasting impact.”
“Many of our state lakes were built

with a life expectancy of 50 years, and

for many of them, they are starting to
reach the 50-year-old mark,” Garavelli
said. “When we go in and renovate
them, we are doing so on a 100-year
lifespan. We are building them back
better than they were before.”

Identifying a Need

A variety of factors are examined be-
fore a lake is even considered for reno-
vation. MDWFP fisheries biologists
look for key signs that indicate a
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specific lake is ready to be reworked.
They look for a steady drop in revenue
and a reduction in usage at the lake.
When people are not using the lake as
they once did, it is a sign the fishing
quality is not where it needs to be.
“When the balance isn’t right in a

lake, the fishermen will let you know,”
Garavelli said. “We also do creel sur-
veys and utilize electro-fishing to
gather information. Once we have the
information we need, the decision is
made to pursue a renovation project.”
Physical damage to the lake itself is

the most obvious sign that a lake needs
renovating. Over time, erosion and
other factors make older levees and
dams a possible hazard. The breech of a
levee or dam could cause significant
damage.

“We are very thorough when it comes
to inspecting and maintaining the in-
tegrity of the lake,” Garavelli said.
“That is something we constantly mon-
itor on all our lakes.”
Each lake renovation is a two-year

process. From the dirt work to adding
piers and boat ramps, these projects
also become expensive.
“We are fortunate to have had support

from our state Legislature and gover-
nor,” Garavelli said. “They understand
the need for these projects and have
supported our renovation efforts.”

More than just restocking

While restocking a renovated lake is
a significant part of the process, it is
just one part of the overall project.

When the lake is drained, it gives the
MDWFP Fisheries Bureau an opportu-
nity to enhance the lake bed. Channels
can be dug, structure can be added, and
bream beds can be added to improve the
overall habitat. In addition, adding new
fishing piers and boat ramps make the
lake more accessible to anglers.
“People don’t often think about what

is at the bottom of a lake, but when a
lake is drained, we have the opportunity
to make major improvements,” Gar-
avelli said. “Not only is it a benefit in
fish habitat, but it also helps make the
lake more productive.”
The facilities surrounding the lake

also get upgraded as camping pads,
restroom facilities, and other amenities
get remodeled or rebuilt. These facility
improvements increase revenue.
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Lake Bogue Homa Dam before renovation Lake Bogue Homa Dam after renovation

Lake Bill Waller bream beds

“When you have good facilities, peo-
ple take notice,” Garavelli said. “They
do more than just bring people to the
lake. By having nicer amenities,
thosepeople that come are a lot more
likely to come back. We will see more
revenue in the first year after a lake re-

opens than in the two or three years
prior to the renovation. When you have
quality fishing in a good environment,
people will come.”
Currently, there are two state lakes

closed for renovations. Jeff Davis and
Lake Lamar Bruce are both undergoing

renovation work in various stages. Jeff
Davis is scheduled to reopen in the fall
of 2013 and Lamar Bruce in 2014.
When completed, they will be a part of
a long line of success stories in reno-
vated state lakes.
In the past f ive years Lake Bill
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Lake Bill Waller drained

Waller, Neshoba Lake, and Lake Bogue
Homa have all been rebuilt and have re-
opened to great reviews. These lakes
have seen a significant increase in
usage and are drawing anglers from
around the Southeast.
At more than 1,200 acres, Lake

Bogue Homa is our largest state lake. It
underwent significant repair work and
reopened in 2010. It did not take long
for anglers to rediscover the lake which
is now a popular destination.
Since reopening in 2006, Neshoba

Lake has been a hot spot for anglers.
The lake is known for large stringers of
bream and trophy bass. Garavelli said
both lakes are doing extremely well and
he is not surprised by the results.
Lake Bill Waller has also been pro-

ductive. Since its reopening in 2007,
10-pound bass have been caught. “We
are very proud of what we were able to
do at Lake Bogue Homa, Neshoba

Lake, and Lake Bill Waller,” Garavelli
said. “While they were reopened a cou-
ple years ago, we are still getting great
reports from them.”

Make a Change

Fishing methods have changed im-
mensely in the last 20 years. Through-
out the country, the trend to catch and
release fish has grown, especially for
bass anglers. Because fewer fish are
being taken out, the MDWFP has
changed how it stocks state lakes. They
are increasing the number of prey fish,
such as bluegill, in an effort to keep the
lakes from getting crowded with bass.
Along with a change in stocking, liberal
limits have been set to entice people to
keep more fish.
“People are not taking as many fish

home with them as they used to, and we
have to stock and manage accordingly,”

Garavelli said. “We now stock with
catch and release in mind, but we are
still encouraging people to keep fish.
The most common thing we see on
these types of lakes is bass crowding,
and we are trying to hold that off as
long as possible.”
No matter where you live in Missis-

sippi, you are not very far from a state
lake. These lakes are a valuable part of
our natural resources, and for many,
these lakes offer an introduction to a
lifelong passion for fishing. The
MDWFP Fisheries Bureau continues to
strive for excellence as they manage
and maintain these lakes. The renova-
tion process takes time, yet it is well
worth the wait.

Mark Beason is editor of Mississippi
Outdoors.
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The before and after pictures of the dam at Lake Bogue Homa show the
difference a lake renovation can make. While the lake is drained, lake bed

improvements can be made such as adding bream beds and digging out channels.


