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PURPOSE AND NEED FOR ACTION: 

 
The Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks (MDWFP) purchased in February 
2018 a 595 +/- acre tract from Smith Family Wildlife, LLC – Witherspoon LP. This tract is a 
hardwood timber tract along Foster Creek in Copiah County and its acquisition enhanced 
conservation and recreational opportunities provided to the public through MDWFP’s Copiah 
County Wildlife Management Area. A tract containing the traditional access to this 595 +/- acres 
had been previously sold to a private third party and it has been determined that creating a new 
public access to it would be very expensive. 
 
The MDWFP has reached an agreement regarding a property exchange with Mr. William Henry 
Smith, Jr. that would provide existing road access to the aforementioned 595 +/- acres. This 
exchange would involve an 8 acre parcel owned by the MDWFP along the west side of Warren 
Hood Road (MDWFP Tract hereafter) and a 6 acre parcel owned by Mr. Smith along the east 
side of Warren Hood Road (Smith Tract hereafter). The eight acre parcel owned by MDWFP 
was purchased under USFWS Award W-27-L-1. If the exchange can be made, it would not only 
provide the aforementioned public access to the WMA, but Mr. Smith would benefit from the 
acquisition of a strip of land that can be clearly posted along Warren-Hood Road, discouraging 
trespassing that has represented a significant issue under the current property arrangement. 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS OF TRACTS/EASEMENTS: 
 
MDWFP Tract 
 
A parcel of land containing 7.3 acres +/-, and located in Section 13, Township 10 North, Range 5 
East, Copiah County, Mississippi, being more particularly described as follows: Beginning at the 
approximate intersection of the Barlow North Paved Road (Warren Hood Road) with the South 
line of the Northeast ¼ of Section 13, Township 10 North, Range 5 East Copiah County, 
Mississippi run West 208.7 FT, to a point on an old fence which bears North. Said point is 18 FT 
north of the Henneberry Game Reserve Boundary fence. Thence run North 1859.4 FT to the 
centerline of the Barlow North Paved Road (Warren Hood Road), thence south 17 degrees 50 
minutes East 757.7 FT along the centerline of said road, thence South 16 degrees 37 minutes east 
155.5 FT along the centerline of said road, thence South 06 degrees 44 minutes East 100.0 FT 
along the centerline of said road, thence South 00 degrees 56 minutes East 100.00 FT along the 
centerline of said road, thence South 06 Degrees 28 minutes West 100.0 FT along the centerline 
of said road, thence South 09 degrees 09 minutes East 598.7 FT along the centerline of said road 
to the point of beginning. 

Smith Tract 
 
Beginning at an iron pin at the NW corner of the NE ¼ of Section 13, thence run North 89 
degrees 50 minutes 14 seconds West for 1060.89 FT to the East right of way of Warren Hood 
Road, thence along said right of way South 65 degrees 58 minutes 39 seconds East for 739.09 
FT, thence along a curve to the right with a chord bearing of South 41 degrees 59 minutes 28 
East for 570.50 FT and a radius of 894.72 FT with an Arc length of 580.62 FT, thence run North 
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00 degrees 19 minutes 44 seconds East for 714.50 FT to the point of beginning. Containing 6.33 
acres +/-. 

 

AUTHORITY AND REGULATIONS: 

MDWFP 

MDWFP is given the power and duty to “conserve, manage, develop, and protect the wildlife of 
the State of Mississippi” in Section 49-4-8 of the Mississippi Code. In the execution of that 
power and duty MDWFP “may, in its discretion, purchase by negotiation, contract by option to 
purchase, provided the option is exercised within a period of ten (10) years from the time 
executed, the land necessary and requisite for the construction and maintenance of game and fish 
management projects or game and fish hunting and fishing refuge (Mississippi Code Section 49-
5-11).” 

Beginning in 1939 with the purchase of 1,300 acres for the purpose of facilitating the recovery of 
the state’s decimated White-tailed Deer population, MDWFP has developed a network of 
Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs) throughout Mississippi. The network has been built 
through a series of strategic acquisitions and disposals of property with the ultimate goal of 
conserving fish and wildlife populations and providing high-quality recreational opportunities for 
the public. Often in the history of Mississippi’s WMA network, property acquisitions have been 
carried out in partnership with the USFWS through the Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration 
Program. 

USFWS 

Proposed removal of federal interest in WMA parcels constitutes a federal action subject to the 
provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, amended. USFWS is therefore 
required to prepare an environmental assessment to analyze the effects on the human 
environments and document the findings. USFWS will use this environmental assessment to 
determine if the proposed action is likely to result in significant impacts to the human 
environment. If it is determined that there are no significant adverse impacts, USFWS will issue 
a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI). If it is determined, conversely, that significant 
impacts might occur, the USFWS would be required to prepare and Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS). 

 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT: 

Public input for the land exchange proposal will be solicited through notices placed in the state-
wide newspaper, the Clarion Ledger, for a period of 30 days. Respondents will be given the 
option of submitting comments via email or traditional mailing address. 

ALTERNATIVES: 

Preferred Action 
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The preferred action proposed here consists of a land exchange though which MDWFP would 
acquire a 6.0 acre tract of land providing access through an existing road to 595 +/- acres 
recently incorporated in to Copiah County WMA in trade for 8.0 acres adjoining property 
currently owned by Mr. William Henry Smith, Jr. The MDWFP tract has been appraised at 
$19,200.00 while the Smith tract is appraised at $19,500.00. Both parties have agreed to carry 
out the proposed exchange at no cost. 

No Action 

Retain the 8.0 acre MDWFP tract and construct, at a cost and with associated environmental 
disturbance, a new road linking currently disparate portions of Copiah County WMA to provide 
access for managers and the public. 

Other Alternative Considered but Eliminated from Consideration 

An alternative to negotiate the outright purchase of the Smith Tract is not feasible and currently 
not offered by the landowner as an option. 

 

AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT  

The MDWFP and Smith Tracts considered for the exchange are both located in Copiah County, 
Mississippi approximately 19 miles west of the Town of Hazelhurst. The tracts are within 
Mississippi’s East Gulf Coastal Plain Ecoregion (Mississppi State Wildlife Action Plan). 

Soils and Topography 

The soils on the MDWFP tract are 84.1% Gillsburg Silt Loam and 15.9% Smithdale Sandy 
Loam (Natural Resources Conservation Service or NRCS) while soils on the Smith Tract are 
69.8% Smithdale Sand Loam, 18.2% Loring Silt Loam, and 12.0% Ariel Silt Loam (NRCS). 

Elevation on both the MDWFP and Smith Tracts ranges from ~250’ to ~300’ msl (United States 
Geological Survey or USGS). 

Air Quality 

Copiah County, Mississippi is classified as “Attainment/Unclassifiable” for all categories 
measured under 40 CFR § 81.325 with the exception of Categories “TSP” and “Sulfur Dioxide 
NAAQS” for which it is classified as “Better than National Standards.” 

Geological Resources 

The State of Mississippi is within the Gulf Coastal Plain Physiographic Province and is further 
divided into twelve physiographic districts. Copiah County is located within the Piny Woods 
Physiographic District, which itself is divided into upland areas, intermediate or rollng hill areas 
and lowland areas (Mississippi Geological, Economic, and Topographical Survey). 
 
Exposed surface strata in Copiah County are commonly assigned to the Miocene, Pleistocene, 
and Recent series. Materials found at the surface are classified as clastic sediments, being 
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composed of clay, silt, sand, and gravel. These materials were deposited in deltaic, fluvial, and 
Aeolian environments. 
 
Water Resources 
 
Neither the MDWFP Tract nor the Smith Tract contain ephemeral or permanent streams, 
however Foster Creek of the Bayou Pierre drainage flows through the greater Copiah County 
WMA. No lentic systems are found on the MDWFP Tract, Smith Tract, or the greater Copiah 
County WMA. 
 
Floodplains and Wetlands 
 
Zero percent of the MDWFP Tract and 0% of the Smith Tract are categorized as wetland (Pepper 
Appraisal Services). About 60% of the MDWFP Tract falls within the Foster Creek Floodplain, 
while no portion of the Smith Tract is categorized as floodplain. 
 
Archeological, Historical, and Cultural Resources 
 
Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, a review of the MDWFP and 
Smith Tracts will be requested from Mississippi’s State Historic Preservation Office, the 
Mississippi Department of Archives and History. This environmental assessment will be updated 
when the review has been completed. A request to consult the tribal historic preservation offices 
was submitted to the United States Fish and Wildlife Service Region 4 Wildlife and Sport Fish 
Restoration Program. 

Recreation 

Virtually all recreational activity occurring at Copiah County WMA involves hunting and this 
has been the case since the WMA’s establishment in 1949. White-tailed Deer and Wild Turkey 
are the most sought-after species, but Bobwhite Quail, Fox Squirrel, Gray Squirrel, Raccoon, 
Opossum, and Bobcat are taken recreationally as well. 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC RESOURCES: 

Population 

As of 1 July 2017, the United States Census Bureau estimates the population of Copiah County 
to be 28,516.  Copiah County is mostly rural with the main population center being Hazelhurst, 
Mississippi (pop. 4,009). 

Employment 

As of 1 July 2017, the United States Census Bureau estimates the civilian employed population 
of Copiah County to be 13,745.  

Income 

Using data collected between 2013 and 2017 the United States Census Bureau estimates the 
median household income for Copiah County to be $38,046 and per capita income to be $18,756. 
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BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT 

Vegetation 

Both the MDWFP and Smith Tracts contain Mixed Pine and Hardwood stands. Greater Copiah 
County WMA contains Mixed Pine and Hardwood Stands, Loesse Forest and Beech-Magnolia 
stands.  Plants recognized as conservation concern by the Mississippi Natural Heritage Program 
are not known from the two tracts, but greater Copiah WMA is known to harbor Louisiana 
Trillium (Trillium ludovicianum), Fetid Trillium (Trillium foetidissimum), and Florida Keys 
Hemp Vine (Mikania cordifolia). 

Wildlife 

Copiah County WMA supports significant populations of White-tailed Deer (Odocoileus 
virginianus), Eastern Wild Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo silvestris), Bobwhite Quail (Colinus 
virginianus), Fox Squirrel (Sciurus niger), Gray Squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis), and Eastern 
Cottontail Rabbit (Sylvilagus floridanus) and hunting for these species accounts for virtually all of the 
recreational activity currently occurring on the WMA. To this date, no targeted breeding bird surveys 
have occurred at Copiah WMA. 

Fisheries 

A recreational fishery does not exist on Copiah WMA, however a low-order tributary of Bayou Pierre, 
Foster Creek, does flow through the greater WMA. A recent survey of Foster Creek within the WMA 
documented the following fishes: 

Etheostoma lynceum Brighteye Darter 
Lepomis megalotis Longear Sunfish 
Petromyzontidae Lamprey 
Cyprinella camura Bluntface Shiner 
Cyprinella venusta Blacktail Shiner 
Hybognathus nuchalis Mississippi Silvery Minnow 
Luxilus chrysocephalus Striped Shiner 
Nocomis leptocephalus Bluehead Chub 
Notropis longirostris Longnose Shiner 
Pimephales notatus Bluntnose Minnow 
Semotilus atromaculatus Creek Chub 
Erimyzon oblongus Creek Chubsucker 
Hypentelium nigricans Northern Hogsucker 
Aphredoderus sayanus Pirate Perch 
Fundulus olivaceus Blackspotted Topminnow 
Etheostoma whipplei Redfin Darter 
Percina vigil Saddleback Darter 
Noturus miurus Brindled Madtom 
Noturus phaeus Brown Madtom 
Ameiurus natalis Yellow Madtom 
Lepomis gulosus Warmouth Sunfish 
Lepomis cyanellus Green Sunfish 
Micropterus salmoides Largemouth Bass 
Micropterus punctulatus Spotted Bass 
Fundulus catenatus Northern Studfish 
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Federally Threatened and Endangered Species  

No species listed as “Threatened” or “Endangered” are documented from the MDWFP or Smith 
Tracts according to the Mississippi Natural Heritage Program. Listed species are known from Copiah 
County, however: 

SPECIES/CRITICAL HABITAT STATUS1 

Copiah County  

Bayou darter     Etheostoma rubrum  T 

Gulf sturgeon     Acipenser oxyrinchus desotoi  T 

Louisiana black bear     Ursus americanus luteolus  DLR 

Pearl darter     Percina aurora (Pearl River System)  T 

Red-cockaded woodpecker     Picoides borealis  E 

Ringed map turtle     Graptemys oculifera T 

STATUS: E=endangered, T=threatened, DLR=delisted due to recovery 
 

See “APPENDIX III” for Section 7 Consultation documentation. 

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ASSESSMENT 

See “APPENDIX IV” for an environmental quality assessment conducted according to Fannie Mae 
DUS guidelines of the MDWFP Tract and “APPENDIX V" for an environmental quality assessment 
conducted according to Fannie Mae DUS guidelines of the Smith Tract. 
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APPENDIX I: Map Depicting MDWFP and Smith Tracts 
Proposed for Exchange 
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APPENDIX II: Map Depicting Copiah County Wildlife 
Management Area
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APPENDIX IV: Environmental Quality Assessment of MDWFP 
Tract 
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APPENDIX V: Environmental Quality Assessment of Smith 
Tract 
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