
Location

The 6,883-acre Okatibbee Wildlife Management Area (WMA) 
is in the hilly, east-central region of the state, approximately 10 
miles northwest of Meridian near Collinsville.

WMA Spotlight
OKATIBBEE Wildlife Management Area

AREA SIZE

6,883 acres

HISTORY

The land was purchased in the early 1960s by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers (USACE) to construct Okatibbee Lake for 
flood control, water-quality control, water supply, and recre-
ation. Okatibbee Lake was formed by the impoundment of 
Okatibbee Creek, which is the headwater stream of the Pas-
cagoula River Basin. Construction of the 3,800-acre lake was 
completed in 1968. Since 1969, Mississippi Department of 
Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks (MDWFP) has managed the area 

LAY OF THE LAND

This small WMA is surrounded by housing developments, and 
the area along the many access roads appears to have little to 
offer the outdoor enthusiast. However, there is a mix of sever-
al different wildlife habitats. The valley surrounding the lake 
is forested with mature bottomland hardwoods. The adjacent 
uplands are composed of a mix of mature pine and hardwood 
timber. Beaver activity for the past three decades has helped to 
create a vast expanse of open, marshland habitat on the WMA 
along the northern reaches of the lake. WMA personnel also 
maintain permanent wildlife openings and plant supplemental 
forage to provide additional food for wildlife.

The WMA has served as an important site for the re-introduction 
of endangered and threatened wildlife species into the region. 
American alligators were re-established at Okatibbee Lake in 

Okatibbee Lake
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surrounding the lake as a WMA, while the USACE has man-
aged 1,352 acres of the project lands for operational and recre-
ational purposes. In 1990, the WMA lands were designated for 
wildlife mitigation purposes to compensate for wildlife losses 
resulting from the construction and continuing operation of the 
Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway in Mississippi and Alabama.



FOR MORE INFORMATION

All persons using the WMA, except those exempt from pur-
chasing an annual hunting or fishing license, must carry an an-
nual statewide WMA User Permit. This permit is required in 
addition to the daily visitor use permit and any required license 
and may be purchased wherever licenses are sold. For more 
information regarding Okatibbee, call (601) 737-5831 or go to 
mdwfp.com/wildlife-hunting/wma.

HUNTING and recreational OPPORTUNITIES

Squirrel hunting, with and without dogs, is the most popular form 
of hunting, followed closely by deer hunting. Deer hunting pres-
sure ranges between light to moderate with an average annual har-
vest of approximately 20 deer. Hunting seasons available for deer 
include archery, primitive weapon, and gun, with the gun season 
being limited to shotguns with slugs and primitive weapons only 
(deer hunting on the WMA is still hunting only). Waterfowl hunt-
ing is fair at times, considering that the WMA does not lie along a 
major flyway. Okatibbee Lake attracts a more diverse waterfowl 
species than one would expect to see in the hilly landscape of 
east-central Mississippi. There also are prepared sunflower and 
millet fields for dove season. Rabbit, quail, and raccoon hunting 
is limited, and, in the spring, hunters can pursue turkeys.

the 1970s and can be seen throughout the warmer months of the 
year. Bald eagles were re-established on the WMA beginning 
in 1992, when 15 juvenile eagles were released using a tower 
hacking facility behind the WMA headquarters. Hacking is a 
process where nestling eaglets are placed on man-made towers, 
kept in an enclosure, and fed by humans who stay out of sight. 
When the birds are capable of flight, the enclosure around the 
artificial nest is opened and the birds are free to leave. Food 
is provided at the release site until the birds learn to fend for 
themselves in the wild. Bald eagles, which now overwinter and 
nest on the WMA, are a popular attraction for birdwatchers.
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Okatibbee Lake receives moderate-to-high fishing pressure 
during the spring and summer months. The USACE maintains 
several boat launch ramps, which are open year-round, as well 
as seasonal swimming areas and recreational parks. On the 
west side of the lake, the USACE maintains fee-based camp-
sites ranging from primitive tent sites to RV sites with full wa-
ter and electrical hookups. On the east side of the lake, the Pat 
Harrison Waterway District provides fee-based primitive tent 
sites, RV sites, and cabins.


