
the coyote

A: Woodall Mountain | B: Sun�ower, corn, milo, millet, and sorghum | C: Gar

a : What is the highest point in Mississippi?

b :

c :

Canis latrans

Published by Mississippi Department 
of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks

What are the five common types of crops 

used for dove fields?

What Mississippi fish has armor-like scales 

and a long, skinny snout filled with teeth?

nature trivia

what’s for

dinner?

critter 
corner

Coyotes are omnivores, 
so they eat just about 
anything! Their diet 
includes small animals 
like rabbits, mice, and 
birds, but they’ll also eat 
fruits, berries, and 
insects. Coyotes are 
hunters and scavengers – 
meaning they are 
really good at 
finding food.

Roosevelt State Park

Morton, MS

Clarkco State Park

Quitman, MS

Trace State Park

Belden, MS

Tombigbee State Park

Tupelo, MS

Grab your bikes 

and create 

unforgettable

family memories 

on the trails!

Fall is in the air, and there’s no better

time for a family biking adventure at

Mississippi State Parks! The crisp air and 

colorful leaves make the perfect setting for 

kids and parents to hit the trails together. 

While biking is welcome at all Mississippi 

State Parks, these parks have

exciting mountain bike trails

designed for even more 

outdoor fun:

explore
mississippi

SCAN
TO
LEARN
MORE!

SORRY!

I’m
 a 

night

howler!

Coyotes are 

super fast runners! 

They can sprint up to 

40 miles per hour! That's faster

than a car in a neighborhood. 

Their long legs and lightweight 

bodies help them chase prey or 

dash away from danger. 

fun fact!

ISSUE
No.3

found it.

Scientific name:

Hackelia virginiana

Beggar’s Lice

Have yo
u ever

 come hom
e from

 playing 

in the w
oods with lit

tle see
ds stuc

k 

all ove
r your

 cloth
es? It’

s likely
 Beggar’

s Lice!
 

(It’s n
ot rea

lly lice
—don’t worry!)

 

You m
ay als

o hear
 it cal

led stickt
ight,

tick tr
efoil, o

r begg
ar tick

. This plant 

grows low to th
e grou

nd and is native 

to Mississip
pi. There a

re lots
 of 

differen
t kinds of B

eggar’
s Lice,

 but 

they a
ll love

 to hid
e in open fields or

shady woods. Quail an
d turke

y eat 
the se

eds in the fa
ll, 

while w
hite-tailed

 deer m
unch on the le

afy parts d
uring 

the gr
owing seas

on.This makes B
eggar’

s Lice 
an importan

t 

plant for w
ildlife, es

pecially
 in fall w

hen animals are
 

stocki
ng up for w

inter. If
 you'r

e out 
in the w

oods this 
fall—

maybe l
ooking for 

deer tr
acks o

r exploring—you'll 
probab

ly 

bring hom
e a few

 sticky
 Beggar’

s Lice 
seeds without

 even tryin
g!

HOW TO SPOT IT

Leav
es gr

ow in gro
ups 

of 

thre
e an

d loo
k lik

e clo
ver

Pink or
 pur

ple f
lowers b

loom
 in

sum
mer a

nd ea
rly f

all

The p
lant ha

s a s
oft s

tem
 tha

t may 

feel 
smooth

 or a
 littl

e ha
iry

     
  The se

eds 
stick

 like
 velc

ro to
 

     
     

  you
r clo

thes
 and pe

t fur
!

Wild About

Mississippi

The coyote is a clever and adaptable wild canine found 
all across North America—including Mississippi! Coyotes
look a lot like small wolves, with grayish-brown fur, pointy ears, and bushy tails. They are known for beingsmart, sneaky, and excellent at surviving in all kinds ofenvironments, from deep forests to city neighborhoods. Coyotes are mostly active at night or early morning. Ever heard one?Their howls, yips, and barks are how they "talk" to each other! Try making a coyote call...    can you howl like

        a wild dog?



Did you know some Conservation Officers work 
with specially trained dogs to help protect wildlife 
in Mississippi? MDWFP’s K-9 Unit has four amazing 
dogs that travel all over the state! These clever 
canines help officers find hidden wildlife like fish, 
ducks, and deer, track down missing people, and 
even sniff out important clues like shell casings or 
lost items during investigations.

Conservation Officers are in charge of protecting 
our natural resources and making sure people 
follow the rules when hunting, fishing, and 
enjoying the outdoors. With their K-9 partners, 
they can search faster and more safely. These 
friendly, non-aggressive dogs use their super 
sniffing powers to keep Mississippi’s wildlife—
and people—safe!

career spotlight

MEET OUR CURRENT

mississippi

K-9 OFFICERS!

k-9 unit

conservation
officer

track
match!

Raccoons love to raid trashcans, and look like

bandits because of their dark facial pattern. 

But only ONE of the raccoons above is actually

wearing a mask! Can you find the TRUE thief? 

giggle time!

What does a frog eat with its hamburger?

french flies!

Why is a �sh easy to weigh?

because they have their own

scales!

What do you call an alligator in a vest?
an in-vest-igator!

materials: directions:

Whether sitting 

on a front porch

or baked into a 

delicious pie, 

pumpkins are used 

for so much during the 

fall months. But while 

you’re sipping your pumpkin

spice latte, have you ever thought 

of how wildlife could enjoy this Fall 

favorite too?  One idea is to create a Pumpkin Bird Feeder for 

your own backyard. It’s a great use for leftover pumpkins, and 

the birds (and probably a few squirrels) are sure to appreciate 

you sharing the pumpkin love!

 

Make a Pumpkin 
Bird Feeder!

Pumpkins, pumpkins 

everywhere, and this fall,

why not share? 

• Small to medium

    sized pumpkin, 

    up to 10 pounds

• Small sticks

• Twine or rope

• Birdseed

1. Cut the pumpkin in half.
2. Scoop out the seeds, leaving a hollow
    inside with 1/2-inch thick shell wall.
3. Insert two sticks across the open
    pumpkin to create perches for the birds.
4. Knot two lengths of rope together at 
    the center and tack the knot to the 
    bottom of the pumpkin feeder. 
    Hang the other ends of the rope in
    your chosen feeder location.
5. Fill with birdseed.  

*sniff*
I smell a
raccoon...

Yellow Lab

Silver Lab

German Shorthaired Pointer

Yellow Lab

Draw lines to match these 

Mississippi animals to 

their tracks below!

Coyote
Rabbit Raccoon

Wild Hog
Deer

Black Bear

There’s a
hi�en world
of science
wait
g to be

disco
r	 

the backy�d!

now until
J�u�y 2026

Mississippi museum
of natural science

Ranger

Dempsy

Rickey

Charlie

Can you guess 

which one this is?

1
2

3

4

5

6

1: Coyote  2: Black Bear  3:Rabbit  4: Wild Hog  5: Deer  6: Raccoon


