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SPRING DEN CHECKS

Ever wonder what it's like to work with bears? Bear
biologists help protect and study black bears in our
state! Each spring, they carefully visit female bears

(called sows) in their dens to check on their
newborn cubs. Mama bears can have between one
and five cubs in a litter! The sows are safely put to
sleep for a little while so the team can gently
measure the tiny cubs, collect samples to check
their health, and place a small microchip—called a
PIT tag—under their skin. This tag helps scientists
identify the bears for many years to come!
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Bear biologists are super important because they
help us understand how black bears are doing in
Mississippi. By keeping track of how many cubs are
born and how the bears are growing, these
scientists help protect bear habitats and make
sure future generations can enjoy this amazing
wildlife too!

SPRING CHALLENGE:
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HOW TO MAKE YOUR BOAT:

to make a tiny raft.

e Add a leaf sail and attach it with a
small stick.

e Decorate it with petals or grass to
make it colorful and unique.

TIME TO RACE!

Place your boat in the water and

watch it float! If you're with
friends, start at the same
time and see whose boat travels
the farthest or fastest. You can
even build a mini finish line
using rocks or draw it in the dirt!
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